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Topic:  Living Things Year:  6 Strand: Classification 

Retrieval Questions 

) What is classification? 

) What is identification? 

) Name three kingdoms of living things. 
) Name three classes of plants. 
) Name five classes of animal. 
) Who was Aristotle? 

) Who was Carl Linnaeus? 

) How was Linnaeus’s system of classification better than Aristotle’s? 

) What is Linnaeus best known for? 

) What is the difference between a vertebrate and an invertebrate? 

 Key Vocabulary 

Classification The arrangement of living things into groups according 
to observed similarities 

Characteristic A distinguishing feature of a living thing that helps 
with identification 

Micro-

organism 

A living thing that can only be seen through a micro-
scope 

Plant A living thing that absorbs water through its roots and 
makes its own food by photosynthesis  

Animal A living things that feeds and has sense organs 

Vertebrates A group of animals with a backbone 

Invertebrate A group of animals without a backbone 

Fish A cold blooded animal that lives in water 

Amphibian A cold blooded animal that can live on land or in water 

Reptile An air breathing , cold blooded vertebrate with scales 
that lays eggs 

Bird A warm blooded, feathered, winged vertebrate that 
lays eggs 

Mammal A warm blooded vertebrate that nourishes its young 
with milk and is covered in body hair 

Bacteria A microscopic, single celled living organism 

Fungi An organism that gets its food from decaying material 
(rather than making its own food) 

Virus Not considered a living thing; a microscopic agent that 
can only exist within a host cell and is unable to repro-
duce by itself 


